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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 November 2005 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) d Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Amendment filed on November 14, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because they include reference characters which are not 
enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed 
description of the drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same 
element or group of elements in the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so as 
to avoid confusion with other numbers or characters which may appear in the claims. 
See MPEP § 6o8.oi(m). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Kusakabe '700 (US 5,105,700) and Kusakabe '287 (US 4,637,287). Note Fig. 5. 

To further explain, Kusakabe '700 in fact has a means for activating which 
impose a linear alternating motion on the cutting slide as noted schematically in Fig. 1 
near reference (11) and the feature connected to the motor (M). Moreover, the specific 
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structure of the slide and the actuating mechanism is taught and/or exemplified in 
Kusakabe '287 which was incorporated by reference in Kusakabe '700. Note Kusakabe 
'700, c. 1, 11. 15-27 and c. 2, 11. 35-41. Since the upper and lower portions of the cutting 
slide move as a unit in a linear fashion, Kusakabe '700 includes the claimed means. 
Furthermore, the control schematics shown in Fig. 1 of Kusakabe '700 clearly teaches 
that Kusakabe '700 anticipates this feature. 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed November 14, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's basic argument that Kusakabe '700 does not anticipate 
the claimed invention because Kusakabe '700 allegedly does not include the claimed 
"means for activating...", this argument is traversed. First, Applicant's attention is 
respectfully directed to the rejection supra which addresses this issue. Second, 
Applicant does not address the position of the Examiner that the "with no pauses" 
aspect of the claims, and in that regard, it is assumed for the time being that the 
Examiner's position is uncontested. On the other hand, Applicant's explanation of the 
"with no pauses" limitation of the claims appears to be a recitation of the mathematical 
principals underlying the reciprocating motion of a reciprocating carriage/slide that at 
certain portion of the cycle matches the velocity of the traveling rod to cut the same. 
This is well known in the rod cutting art. Based upon the Examiner's understanding of 
Applicant's explanation, the instant in time in which the cutting assembly starts to move 
back (return run), V(t) is zero at that single instant, whose duration At = o, and not 
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finite intervals with duration At * 0. That instant, according to Applicant, is not 
"pause." Due to the fact that Kusakabe '700 shows substantially the same profile in Fig. 
4, it is unclear how Kusakabe '700 is not anticipating the claims. 



Conclusion 

6. Ito is also cited as additional pertinent art. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Goodman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:30 AM 
to 6:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap, can be reached on (571) 272-4514. In lieu of mailing, it is 
encouraged that all formal responses be faxed to (571) 273-8300. 
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